14                              THE HINDU AT HOME.
" O Varuna, them ruler of the waters, In this well grant thy presence. By thy favour 0 great being, May we ever be prosperous."
I now proceed to give some general idea of the architecture and general arrangements of a Hindu dwelling. I describe an ordinary Hindu house as it is in the Circars, a district in the northern part of the Madras Presidency. The style of the building may differ very much in the widely distant parts of India, and amongst its different races and religions. As, however, some main principles pervade all Hindu domestic architecture, some general idea may be gathered from this description of a Hindu home. The chief feature in the building is that it must be in the form of a square, with an opening to the sky in the centre. The roof slopes outward and inward, and the inner sides all converge around a rectangular open space, larger or smaller as the case may be. In large well-built houses this central open space will form a regular courtyard, whilst in smaller buildings it will be so small that the vacant space where the roof converges, is only a few inches square, and the floor underneath it a mere depression in the earth large enough to catch the rainfall from the roof. In very large houses there may be two of these courts, but in all of them the principle is the same. The origin of this arrangement is not very clear, and different reasons are given for it. Some, say it is in order that the sun's rays may shine into the house; or, as it was put to me by a Brahmin friend, just as it is necessary that there should be some gold, if even a speck, worn on the body, so it* is necessary for some few rays, at least, of the sun to fall into the dwelling. Others say it is because it is necessary for the rain to fall into the house in order to secure its happiness. However this may be, this arrangement is a source of much